FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
of the feeling inspired in them by the raising of their status as
citizens, their access to education and culture, etc.
Under such circumstances, the opposition endeavoured to win
support against the Soviet Government by trying to spread dis-
content among the workers and peasants; hence their endeavour
to hinder the smooth working of the Five-Year Plan; hence their
organization, whenever possible, of wrecks on the railways, of
accidents in works, of bad and irregular supplies of manufactures
to the villages and food to workers' dining-rooms, their deliberate
sabotage of the proper organization of collective farms and the
proper utilization of farm machinery and implements, their insti-
gation to the slaughtering of cattle, etc.
Further, the Soviet investigating authorities found that another
line of opposition activity was the organization of direct acts of
terrorism against the Soviet leaders; one such attempt, that of the
assassination of Kirov, succeeded, the others for one reason or
another misfired. Finally, the investigations revealed connections
between the accused and foreign Governments or their Intelligence
Services.
During the preliminary investigations as well as in the course
of the trials it was elicited that the accused had supplied potential
enemies of the U.S.S.R. with secret military and other data about
the country; that they had agreed to its dismemberment; that, in
effect, they had agreed beforehand to act as a "fifth column" in
the event of an outside attack upon the U.S.S.R.
Why did they do all this? How could they have sunk so low?
Subjectively, they may not have desired the establishment of
Fascism in Russia, but side by side with their disbelief in the
ultimate success of Socialism in the U.S.S.R., and their nursed
hatred of the Soviet leaders against whom they could only muster
the remnants of the former bourgeoisie in the towns and the kulak
elements in the villages, they were also terrified at the spread of
Fascism and came to the conclusion that it was better to make
terms with the latter. This was brought out very clearly in Sokol-
nikov's evidence when he said:
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